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[ ABSTRACT ]

Historical development of social contract theory
and the expansion of justice

Bak, Jechul

(Kangwon Institute of Korean Studies - Research professor - Modern philosophy)

This paper compares and analyzes the social contract theories of Hobbes
and Locke and shows how the differing positions of these two philosophers
represent ideological progress in the expansion of justice. Both philosophers
define justice similarly: it is rooted in our relationships with others and entails
treating others as we wish to be treated while refraining from treating others in
ways we believe they should not treat us. By formalizing justice in this manner,
we can understand the evolution of social contract theory from Hobbes to
Locke as an expansion of justice. In Hobbes’s framework, the relationship be-
tween the king and the citizens—who are strangers to each other—is one in
which the king has a unilateral advantage, which undermines the principle of
putting oneself in the other’s shoes. In contrast, Locke’s model establishes an
equal relationship between the king and the citizens, guaranteeing this principle.

This paper aims to analyze and compare the social contract theories of
Hobbes and Locke from two perspectives: political dynamics and economic
dynamics. Simply put, in Hobbes’s view, the king has all the power and every-
thing belongs to him, whereas in Locke’s perspective, both the king and the
people have equal power, with ownership tied to the person who invested
labor. In this way, Hobbes’s and Locke’s social contract theories can be said to

have made ideological progress in relation to the expansion of justice.

Key words: Hobbes, Locke, Political Power, Property Rights, Limits of Private Property,

Money
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