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[ ABSTRACT )

A New Interpretation of the “Three Categories
and Nine Principles” in Kong Guangsen’s The
Comprehensive Meaning of the Gongyang
Commentary on the Spring and Autumn Annals

Zhang, Xiang Liang
(SUNGKYUNKWAN UNIVERSITY - Confucian Studies, Eastern Philosophy and Korean
Philosophy)

This paper examines the new interpretation of the “Three Categories and
Nine Principles” and its ideological implications presented by Kong Guangsen
(1752-1786), a Confucian scholar of the Qing Dynasty, in his work The
Comprehensive Meaning of the Gongyang Commentary on the Spring and Autumn Annals.
Kong Guangsen followed the interpretive traditions of He Xiu (129-182) and
Dong Zhongshan (179 B.C.-104 B.C.), while providing an original inter-
pretation that divides the “Three Categories” into “Heavenly Principle,”
“Royal Law,” and “Human Sentiment,” using these as frameworks to connect
with nine specific principles, namely, “Time,” “Month,” “Day,” “Criticism,”
“Demotion,” “Termination,” “Respect,” “Kinship,” and “Virtue.”

Through a detailed analysis of the Spring and Autumn Annals, Kong Guangsen
added a new interpretive dimension to the “Three Categories and Nine
Principles.” He regarded the “Heavenly Principle” as the ritual basis for the re-
cording of seasonal orders in the Annals, highlighting the inviolability of the
heavenly mandate and order. “Royal Law” aimed to criticize those who lost
their virtue and clarify the relationship between ruler and ministers, thereby
maintaining the justice of governance. “Human Sentiment” emphasized the
ethics of respect for hierarchy and familial love, focusing on the harmony be-
tween ritual norms and human nature. In this regard, Kong placed particular

emphasis on the handling of “proximity of kin” and “respect for hierarchy,”
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emphasizing that both familial affection and social hierarchy must align with
ritual propriety. He considered both benevolence and righteousness and as-
serted that “proximity of kin” does not conflict with “respect for hierarchy.”
Kong Guangsen’s reinterpretation of the “Three Categories and Nine
Principles” in The Comprehensive Meaning of the Gongyang Commentary on the Spring
and Autumn Annals not only inherited the traditional Gongyang studies but also
showcased his innovative development of Confucian moral philosophy, en-
riching the Annals with greater moral enlightenment and political ethical
significance. This new interpretation integrates the theoretical essence of Han
Dynasty Gongyang studies while reflecting Kong Guangsen’s unique concept

of the “integration of classics and history.”

Key words: Kong Guangsen, The Comprehensive Meaning of the Gongyang Commentary
on the Spring and Autumn Annals, Chungiu Studies, Three Categories and
Nine Principles
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