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[ ABSTRACT ]

A Phenomenological Study on the Religious
Identity Experiences of Catholic University
Professors

Han, Jinyoung
(Catholic Kwandong University - Majored in Hotel & Tourism Management * Professor)

Choi, Jungui
(The Catholic University of Korea - Majored in Catholic Education * Professor)

This study aims to explore the religious identity experienced by professors
at Catholic universities and to identify the core elements of Catholic identity
through this investigation. Utilizing a phenomenological approach as a qual-
itative research method, the study derived 128 constitutive meanings, 23
themes (subcategories), and 9 overarching categories. The findings reveal that
professors at Catholic universities recognize the significance of the “ecclesial
mission” through various practices, including pursuing authenticity via love
and service; experiencing Catholic environments, emotional support and spiri-
tuality, and ethical value orientation, implementing curricula that reflect the
Catholic spirit; engaging in community activities to realize educational ideals;
fostering collaboration among Catholic universities; and building connections
with local communities. These professors strive to embody the values of the
Christian Gospel within their academic endeavors.

Accordingly, Catholic universities bear the responsibility of creating a cul-
ture and environment where both Catholic and non-Catholic faculty members
can cultivate a deeper understanding of the Catholic spirit. In such an environ-
ment, professors can harmoniously integrate their academic expertise with the

Catholic faith, effectively fulfilling the university’s evangelical mission.

72 Q7T XpES | B



University, University Professor, Religious Identity, Catholic
Phenomenological Approach, Catholic = Spirit,

Key words: Catholic
Educational

Evangelical Mission

Philosophy,

NAb212:2025.04.02. | ZXh 2% 2025. 04. 08,

£ H=:2025. 02.11.

r
0:

St

el

ol

HYME 8

o

s tfsta45e 1








