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The Origins of Deleuze’s Art Criticism

Seo, Dongwook

(Sogang University of Korea - Philosophy - Professor)

Art criticism forms a significant part of Deleuze’s
thought. This paper aims to clarify the nature of Deleuze’s
art criticism. The concept of “critique”(#t#]) lies at the root
of art criticism (#7¥). Deleuze’s concept of critique is based
on Nietzsche's. Deleuze explored how Nietzsche established
his critique of Kant's critical philosophy. If Kant intended his
critique to establish the scope and limits of the faculties of
reason, Nietzsche intended his to destroy the existing ideas or
preconceptions that limit thinking. This Nietzschean critique,
which frees thinking from existing ideas (objects of “recognition”),
is the basis of Deleuze’s art criticism. Art criticism, like
Nietzschean critique, allows for the deciphering of works of

art by breaking away from existing ideas. Therefore, critique
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as an unrestricted interpretation of thinking about works
of art can provide a path to truth by breaking away from
preconceptions. The objective of the discussion in this paper
is to clarify the fundamental relationship between art criticism

and philosophical critique.
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