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A Study on “Honoring the King (Zunwang)”

Thought in Sun Fu’s Chunqiu Zunwang Fawei

Zbang, Xiang Liang
(SUNGKYUNKWAN UNIVERSITY - Confucian Studies, Eastern Philosophy and

Korean Philosophy)

Sun Fu's Chunqiu Zunwang Fawei (FHK%EHERM) is
representative of the early Northern Song scholarship that
emerged during the rise of the shechuan dujing (FE#S) trend,
which prioritized direct engagement with the Chungiu classic
over reliance on traditional commentary. This text exemplifies
a conscious effort to restore political order and revive ritual and
moral norms (/i and gangchang) through the ethical principles
(jingyi) embedded in the Chungiu. Centering on the ideology
of “honoring the king” (zunwang), this study provides a detailed
textual analysis of the Chungqiu, illuminating how Confucius

employed terse phrasing and restrained editorial technique
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(bishuo) to express praise or censure, clarify hierarchy, and rectify
names and roles.

Sun Fu's zunwang thought inherits the “honoring the king
and repelling the barbarians” (zunwang rangyi) tradition of Han
dynasty New Text scholars while constructing an independent
exegetical system rooted in ritual texts such as the Zhouli
and Liji. His approach combines normative justification with
institutional reasoning.

This article explores the substantive dimensions of
zgunwang ideology in Chunqiu Zunwang Fawei from three
perspectives. First, the reverence of the Son of Heaven (tianzi)
emphasizes his irreplaceable role as the universal sovereign,
whose dignity must not be diminished. Even during the decline
of the Zhou royal house, the Chungiu preserves his legitimacy
and symbolic authority through careful textual revision. Second,
the reverence for royal commands (wangming) asserts that only
ministers appointed by the Son of Heaven are legitimate; feudal
lords acting without such command are deemed usurpers whose
actions warrant textual rebuke. Third, respect for the Zhou
ritual system (wangzhi) reveals how Confucius, through editorial
choices in the Chunqiu, exposed the ritual transgressions and
institutional overreach of regional lords, thereby reinforcing the
normative authority of royal rites and asserting the legitimacy

of Zhou governance.
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Sun Fu's exegetical method places great emphasis on
moral principle (yi/i), institutional structure, and the implicit
function of praise and blame in historiographical technique.
This approach laid a critical foundation for the yili-oriented
transformation of Chungqiu studies in the Song Dynasty and
contributed intellectually to the formation of the Northern
Song's “rule-by-ritual” (lizhi zhengzhi) political theory. Through
textual analysis and the systematization of Sun Fu's exegetical
logic, this study aims to clarify the ideological, political, and
institutional implications of zunwang in Chunqiu Zunwang
Fawei, thereby deepening our understanding of Northern Song

Chungiu scholarship and its broader political thought.
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Keywords: Sun Fu, Chungiu Zunwang Fawei, zunwang ideology,

Chungiu studies, Northern Song Confucianism

®© =1 ™ 2025.07.07.
A2t 2025.08. 18.
2025.08. 18.

(OO
N
x
Y
0%

LE(HE) "EFELL0(EREERM),Of LIE "E(EE)” A B 149



