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The Human Condition and Democracy in the
Age of Artificial Intelligence

Jeong, Sora

(The Chosun University of Korea - Philosophy - Vsiting Professor)

The purpose of this paper is threefold. First, it seeks to
reassess the contemporary relevance of The Human Condition
in the context of current debates surrounding “philosophy after
the human” and the discourse on the “posthuman,” which have
gained prominence alongside the rapid development of artificial
intelligence technologies. Second, it examines the structural
transformations in the labor market caused by the convergence
of Al technologies and platform capitalism, focusing on how
these changes affect the human capacity for “action” — a core
element of the human condition that Arendt emphasized.
Third, it explores potential pathways to safeguard democracy in

an era in which it faces increasing threats.
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While Hannah Arendt wrote The Human Condition in
the context of her historical moment, there is an urgent need
to reexamine the human condition in the age of artificial
intelligence. What does it mean to be human in an era
increasingly shaped by intelligent machines, and how might
democracy be preserved under these conditions? Artificial
intelligence has profoundly transformed the spheres of “labor”
and “work.” However, the realm of “action”—that is, the
political domain in which individuals appear before others,
speak, and assume responsibility in public life—remains
distinctly and fundamentally human.

Nevertheless, the rise of Al, particularly in mediating
communication, decision-making, and governance, has been
acknowledged as posing novel challenges to democratic
institutions and practices. These challenges raise a pressing
question: how can we safeguard public freedom and plurality
in an age dominated by algorithmic authority? At this critical
juncture, a renewed conceptualization of political techniques
is necessary—one not centered on control or efficiency but
grounded in human judgment, ethical accountability, and
participatory engagement. Viewed through the lens of Arendt’s
thought, the future of democracy in the age of artificial
intelligence depends not solely on how technology is utilized

but more crucially on how human beings act politically within
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a shared and plural world.

Keywords: Arendt, the age of artificial intelligence, democracy, The

Human Condition, political techniques, narrative, action
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