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Newman’s The Idea of a University and
Exploring the Direction of Catholic University
Education: Contemporary Educational

Implications

Han Jinyoung

(The Catholic University of Korea - Catholic Education-PhD Student)

Choi Jungui

(The Catholic University of Korea - Catholic Education - Professor)

This study aimed to reflect on John Henry Newman's
The Idea of a University from a contemporary educational
perspective and explore the direction Catholic universities
should take in education. Newman viewed the university's
role as integrating the pursuit of truth and personal growth
in providing critical reflection on modern higher education

centered on functionalism and excellence. This study proposed
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that Catholic universities should strive to become educational
communities that harmoniously realize the threefold purpose
of knowledge, character, and service, with the objective of
integrating faith and reason, ethics, and scholarship. In doing
so, it called for the strengthening of liberal arts education,
an interdisciplinary education, the harmonization of identity
and competitiveness, and the realization of the common good
through international solidarity. Newman's university vision
could serve as a significant milestone for Catholic universities
in responding to contemporary challenges and restoring the

essence of education and its communal mission.

Keywords: John Henry Newman, The Idea of a University, Catholic
higher education, faith and reason, educational community, liberal

arts education, common good

© =1 T 2025.06.12.
AL 22 2025.08. 18.
AR &A% 2025.08. 18.

(ONO]

224 CI7I15 XI56Z 0%



