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Human Understanding in the Age of
Artificial Intelligence: A Comparative Study
of Transhumanism, Posthumanism, and

Ontological Personalism

Ha, Young Sook
(Bioethics - Researcher - Institute for Humanities and Social Medicine in The

Catholic Univ. of Korea)

Koo, Young Mo

(Bioethics - Emeritus Professor, Asan Medical Center)

This study comparatively analyzes transhumanism,
posthumanism, and ontological personalism regarding human
understanding in the age of artificial intelligence (AI) and
explores an integrative approach. Transhumanism pursues
human enhancement and biological transcendence through
technology but is limited by its reduction of humans to mere

functions. Posthumanism deconstructs anthropocentrism
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and proposes relational ontology yet lacks clear grounds for
ethical subjectivity. Ontological personalism, centered on the
2025 Vatican document Antiqua et Nova, provides a solid
foundation for human dignity; however, as Ilia Delio critiques,
it remains confined to static ontology and inadequately reflects
the reality of technological evolution. After identifying the
shared concerns of the three perspectives regarding human
dignity and the importance of autonomy, this study establishes
the concept of autonomy as the criterion for integration.
Furthermore, it adopts Elio Sgreccia’s Triangular Method —
scientific facts, anthropological principles, and ethical norms
— as the structural framework for integration and validates
its effectiveness by applying it to the 2018 He Jiankui gene-
editing case. The findings reveal that comprehensive human
understanding in the Al era becomes possible only when
scientific knowledge, anthropological reflection, and ethical

practice are harmoniously integrated.

OO0
Keywords: Artificial Intelligence, Transhumanism, Posthumanism,

Ontological Personalism, Autonomy, Triangular Method, Human

Dignity
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