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The Ontological Structure of the Daoist View
of Human Nature and the Necessity of the
Mind Nature Theory

No, Dan Kyung

(Peking University of China - Chinese Philosophy - PhD)

This study reexamines the prevailing assumption that
Daoism lacks a coherent discourse on human nature. While the
term nature (%) seldom appears in Daoist texts and the notion
of mind () diverges from its Confucian moral connotations,
the DaoDejing and Zhuangzi nonetheless articulate a
distinctive view of human nature grounded in spontaneity (F14%)
and Wuwei (#£7%). The Daoist thought conceives human beings
as self-generating entities, restoring their original state within
the immanent order of the Dao. The mind functions as the
mediating field through which the Dao is internally realized,

serving as both the center of consciousness and the dynamic
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source of authentic naturalness. In this sense, the Daoist view of
mind nature is not a subsidiary of the theory of human nature,
but is its inner deepening and philosophical culmination,
revealing a unified structure of mind nature that integrates

consciousness, nature, and Dao.

OO0
Keywords: Daoism, Human Nature, Mind and Nature, Nature, Wuwei,
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