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ABSTRACT
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Ryu Young-mo’s Christian Interpretation of the
Doctrine of the Mean: Focusing on the Problem
of the Philosophy of Life

Hwang Jong-won

(Professor - Philosophy - Dankook University)

Chi, Chun-bo

(Professor - Philosophy - Seoul National University of Education)

This study aims to examine the main content and
characteristics of the Korean modern thinker Ryu Young-
mo’s (1890~1981) Christian interpretation of the Doctrine of the
Mean, and to explore its religious and philosophical significance
with a focus on the problem of life thought. Ryu understood
“the Mean” as referring to the state in which human beings live
in communion with the “Spirit” of God and act according to

the divine will. He emphasized that individuals should cultivate
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a life filled with sacred thoughts through spiritual training in
seclusion, though this did not mean neglecting love for one’s
neighbors. He presented this idea as a reinterpretation of the
Confucian concept of zhongshu (B4 loyalty and empathy).
Furthermore, he critically reinterpreted such notions as the nine
classics (J14%) and filial piety () in the Doctrine of the Mean
from the perspectives of modern democracy and Christian
philanthropy. Moreover, he understood the “sincerity of
Heaven” (%) and the “utmost sincerity of human beings”
(N2 %) as God’s “truth” and the human’s unceasing spiritual
cultivation directed toward union with it. However, his
interpretation failed to fully recognize the ecological significance

of the Doctrine of the Mean's original reflection on natural life.

Keywords: Ryu Young—mo; Doctrine of the Mean; Spirit, Sincerity;

Interreligious Dialogue; Philosophy of Life; Ecology
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