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ABSTRACT

Scriptural Interpretation and the Critique of
Zhu Xi’s Neo-Confucianism in Modernizing
Korea

Park, Sang Ree

(Sungkyunkwan University - Confucian Philosophy - Researcher)

This study examines the scriptural interpretations and
critiques of Neo-Confucianism by Yi Gyu-jun and Seol Tae-
hee. During Korea’s modern transition, these scholars sought to
reconstruct the foundations of Confucianism by returning to
classical texts, recognizing that Zhu Xi’s metaphysical discourse
could no longer adequately address changing realities.

Yi proposed the unity of li, gi, and the mind, emphasizing
the mind’s governing role in The Great Learning. In contrast,
Seol advanced a gi-monist perspective, redefining Confucianism
as a “practical teaching” for everyday life and moral interaction
with the world. This comparison highlights how modern Korean
Confucianism explored new intellectual possibilities by re-
evaluating the Neo-Confucian framework through direct scriptural

engagement.
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