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ABSTRACT

Coexistence of Heterogeneity and System: A
Study of Style and Editorial Structure in the
Second Collection of Shanzhong Yixibua (I11HH—

47 il)

Kim, Sook Hyang

(Korea University - Institute of Chinese Studies - Research Professor)

Shanzhong Yixihua (Lf—473E) is a late-Ming anthology of
Wenxian xiaohua Crit%:%), believed to have been revised and
expanded from Kaijuan Yixiao (Bi%—%%), a text attributed to Li
Zhi (Z=#). However, inconsistent attributions across its volumes —
reflected in varying signatures of compilers and revisers — together
with the widespread practice of false attribution in late-Ming
publishing, have rendered the question of authorship a persistent
scholarly controversy. This preoccupation with authentication
has left the intrinsic qualities of the text largely unexamined.
The present study poses two questions: first, whether linguistic
heterogeneity indicative of multiple compilers can be empirically
verified within the text; and second, whether traces of a coherent

editorial consciousness can be identified despite such heterogeneity.
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To address these questions, the study combines quantitative
stylometric analysis (distant reading) with traditional close reading.
For the distant reading, 376 xiaohua in the second collection (T
%) were analyzed using type-token ratio (TTR), function-word
frequency, and bigram pattern analysis, with Zhang Dai’s (GE£)
Kuaiynwan Daogu — a Wenxian xiaohua by a single, identifiable
compiler — serving as a control text. The analysis reveals that
Shanzhong Yixihua exhibits significantly greater inter-segment
variance in TTR than Kwuaiyuan Daogu and that groups divided
according to differing paratextual signatures display discernible
differences in function-word frequency and bigram structures,
suggesting the coexistence of multiple linguistic habits. For the
close reading, the study examines the editorial logic underlying the
allocation of the entirety of Volume 1 to anecdotes about Su Shi
(6f#8) as a figure of refined taste, the narrative compression and
critical function of the standardized seven-character titles applied
to the first 23 pieces of Volume 2, and the thematic progression
of these pieces — from female desire to religious hypocrisy to
literary exchanges between courtesans and literati. Through this
dual approach, the study demonstrates that Shanzhong Yixihua is
a multi-layered text shaped by multiple compilers yet pervaded
by a coherent editorial consciousness — a Wenxian xiaohua in
which heterogeneity and systematicity coexist. It further shows
that meaningful textual analysis can be conducted independently
of unresolvable authorship disputes and proposes a methodological
model for applying combined quantitative and qualitative

approaches to other Ming —Qing texts of uncertain or multiple
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authorship.
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