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ABSTRACT

Rawls’s Political Turn and Kant’s Practical
Philosophy

Park, Kyoungnam
(KAIST, Center for Digital Humanities & Computational Social Sciences, Research

Assistant Professor)

This article critically examines John Rawls’s political turn
by considering the relation between Immanuel Kant's philosophy
and the difference in Rawls’s conception of justice as fairness in
his philosophical works from different periods of his career. In A4
Theory of Justice (1971), Rawls makes it clear that his conception
of justice reflects Kant's practical philosophy in many respects.
In Political Liberalism (1993), however, he develops his conception
of justice in such a way as to distance it from Kant's practical
philosophy. Yet the conception of justice as fairness that Rawls
presents in Political Liberalism cannot be considered coherent
without implying a comprehensively understood moral doctrine.
More specifically, the thesis of the priority of the reasonable over
the rational — which Rawls posits in both Political Liberalism

and A Theory of Justice — together with Rawls’s account of the
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moral powers ascribed to the conception of the citizen, can only
be coherently articulated through a comprehensive conception of
the right grounded in the Kantian idea of autonomy. Hence, if
the conception of justice as fairness must ultimately incorporate
Kantian liberalism, Rawls’s political turn — whereby he sought to
present a political conception of justice that operates independently
of comprehensive moral and philosophical doctrines — cannot be

regarded as wholly successful.

Keywords: Rawls, Kant, Political Liberalism, Justice as Fairness,

Political Turn
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