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The Relational-Processual Worldview of
Emergence: A Focus on the Philosophy of the I
Ching and Modern Cosmology

Lee, Poong Woo

(Jeonbuk National University - Philosophy - Ph.D.Candidate)

Chin, Sung Su

(Jeonbuk National University - Philosophy - Professor)

This study reconstructs the relational-processual worldview
found in the 7 Ching from the perspective of emergence and
draws it into comparative dialogue with both modern cosmology
and quantum mechanics to develop a philosophical basis for
overcoming the fragmented worldview and disjointed conception
of humanity that are characteristic of modern civilization.

Within the doctrine of the three meanings of change,
simplicity (f§%) is interpreted as the fundamental relational form
of the world, multifariousness (5:%) as the dynamic that generates
difference, and constancy (4°%) as the order that persists through

change. This study compares the differentiation of the Supreme
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Ultimate into two modes with the shared structural patterns of
symmetry breaking, matter-antimatter asymmetry, and uncertainty
in modern science, albeit without identifying the 7 Ching with
scientific theory. The concepts of finitude, incompleteness, and
uncertainty are therefore understood not as defects to be eliminated
but as conditions for the emergence of both difference and new
order.

According to this relational-processual worldview, the
“integral person” is not a completed self but rather an emergent
subject who preserves their individuality while continually forming
their self through relationships with others, society, and nature.
This perspective provides a philosophical basis for harmony and
coexistence that respects difference amid the crises associated with
human identity, social division, and ecology in the age of artificial

intelligence and globalization.

Keywords: | Ching, relational process, emergence, three meanings
of change, yin—yang, symmetry breaking, finitude, incompleteness,

uncertainty, integral person
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