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ABSTRACT

Critiques of Sinocentrism and Responses
to Them from the Late 19th Century to the
Colonial Period: The “Joseon Gyeongjeon” from
the Perspective of Joseon Sinocentrism

Jeong, Seong Hee

(Sung Kyun Kwan University - Confucian Philosophy - Reasearch Director)

This article re-examines the compilation of Confucian
texts by Korean scholars from the late 19th century through the
Japanese colonial period from the perspective of Joseon-centered
Sinocentrism (Joseon Junghwa thought). It introduces the analytical
concept of “Joseon Gyeongjeon” (Joseon Classics) to designate a body
of works that inherited the editorial structures of the Confucian
classics and orthodox Chinese historiography while their content
was reconstructed around the history, scholarship, and intellectual
figures of Joseon. Previous studies primarily examined Joseon
Junghwa thought in relation to the discourse on the distinction
between civilization and barbarism (Hwairon), loyalty to the Ming
dynasty, or historical consciousness during the late Joseon period,

whereas works compiled after the opening of Korea have generally
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been treated as individual texts or expressions of particular
scholars” intellectual traditions. In contrast, this article interprets
these works as a coherent process of textual production and
explores how Joseon Junghwa thought was reformulated via new
forms of scholarly compilation.

To this end, this article analyzes Haedong Sok Sohak, Geunsa
Soknok, Mugye Manjip, Donggam Gangmok, Haedong Chunchu,
Bando Seogyeong, Dongyu Yeonwonnok, and Dongyu Hakan.
While these works differ in terms of their immediate purposes
— canonizing Korean Confucian scholarship, canonizing Korean
history, or systematizing the orthodox transmission of Korean
Confucian learning — they share the objective of redefining Joseon
as the legitimate successor to both the Confucian tradition and the
Zhonghua civilization. By adopting the formal structures of the
Confucian Classics while reconstructing their content around the
intellectual and historical heritage of Joseon, these compilations
demonstrate how Joseon Junghwa thought assumed a new textual
form during the late 19th century and colonial period.

Furthermore, the examined compilations constitute an
intellectual response to Japanese colonial scholarship, which
portrayed Korean Confucianism and Sinocentrism as products
of ideological dependence and subservience. These works
also represent an effort to reaffirm the orthodoxy of Korean
Confucianism and the cultural identity of Joseon. By integrating
these texts within the analytical category of “Joseon Gyeongjeon,”
this article offers a new interpretive framework for extending the

history of Joseon Junghwa thought into the colonial period and
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understanding its continued intellectual development through the

medium of textual compilation.

Keywords: Late Joseon period, Japanese colonial period, Joseon
Junghwa thought, Japanese colonial period, Joseon Gyeongjeon (Joseon

Classics), Korean Confucianism, Wijeong Cheoksa, Japanese Colonialism.
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