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ABSTRACT

Formation of Cultural Memory Concerning
Women in Late Joseon Genre Paintings

Wang Xiaoyu
(Ph.D., College of Confucian Studies and Eastern Philosophy, Sungkyunkwan
University)

Son Hanbin

(Researcher, Institute of East Asian Art, Kyonggi University)

This article examines the representation of women in late
Joseon genre paintings from the perspective of cultural memory,
exploring how images of females were selected, remembered, and
visually reconstructed. Rather than viewing genre painting as
simply a reflection of reality, this article interprets it as a medium
that constructs cultural memory via particular visual perspectives.
Female representations are analyzed in two categories — namely,
working women and women as aesthetic objects. In the paintings
of Yun Duseo and Jo Yeongseok, for example, women appear as
participants in domestic and productive labor, although these

images reflect the normative gaze of male literati painters rather
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than women's own experiences. In Kim Hongdo's paintings,
women s labor and daily life become objects of spectatorship, again
revealing the operation of the male gaze. Focusing on the work of
Shin Yunbok, this article elucidates how that his paintings extended
the visual memory of women by depicting not only gisaeng but
also ordinary women's labor, religious activities, travel, and leisure.
Yet female bodies, clothing, and gestures were both aestheticized
and reconstructed as objects of visual appreciation and male desire.
This article concludes that late Joseon genre paintings broadened
the scope of cultural memory by incorporating the everyday lives
of non-elite women while simultaneously producing memories
shaped by the perspectives of male painters and viewers. It therefore
argues that such paintings should be understood as a form of visual
culture in which memory, representation, and the politics of the

gaze intersect.

Keywords: Women, Yun Duseo, Kim Hongdo, Shin Yunbok, Genre

Painting, Cultural Memory, Late Joseon
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