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ABSTRACT

Reconstruction of Georg Simmel’s Sociology:
Focusing on the Ambivalence of Connection and
Separation

Lee, Ji Yeon

(Kangwon National University - Department of Sociology - Lecturer)

This study reconstructs Georg Simmel’s sociology from the
perspective of the “ambivalence of connection and separation”
and examines the principles through which social relationships
are formed and sustained. Today, the humanities and social
sciences, including sociology, are being called upon to reconsider
their academic significance and role amid growing demands
for practicality and social applicability. Against this backdrop,
this study explores, through Simmel’s sociology, the significance
of sociological thinking that does not take human beings and
society for granted but instead investigates the very processes
through which individuals relate to one another and form social
relationships.

Previous studies of Simmel have primarily examined his

thought through specific concepts and themes, such as the
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philosophy of culture, modernity, and the stranger. In contrast,
this study focuses on the ambivalence inherent in interaction itself
and reinterprets Simmel’s various sociological discussions from the
perspective of “connection and separation” as forms of relationship.
To this end, it examines Simmel’s discussions of the mediation of
the third party, conflict, blasé attitude in the metropolis, secrecy,
and sociability, and explores how connection and separation
operate simultaneously within each of these social forms.

The analysis demonstrates that, for Simmel, social relationships
constitute an ambivalent structure in which connection and
separation, intimacy and distance, and openness and concealment
do not function as mutually exclusive opposites but operate
simultaneously within a single relationship. Separation is not an
external factor that obstructs connection; rather, it constitutes a
condition that enables relationships to be formed and sustained.
A certain degree of distance, reservation, and concealment does
not signify the rupture of a relationship but functions as a social
form that creates possibilities for new relationships. In sociability
in particular, this relational form emerges as a mode of “play.”
Through this concept, Simmel captures society not merely as a
space of conflict and constraint but also the social forms of pleasure
and joy that emerge as human beings encounter and relate to one
another.

Furthermore, this study suggests that sociology needs to
consider not only the tragedy of society but also the “joy of
society.” In relationships with others, human beings experience

conflict and constraint while simultaneously experiencing joy and
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pleasure, play, and freedom. Social relationships should therefore
be understood as being formed and sustained amid the tensions
between tragedy and joy, connection and separation, and intimacy
and distance. From this perspective, Simmel’s sociology provides an
important theoretical resource for reconsidering how the social is
generated through everyday relationships and interactions, without
taking human beings and society as self-evident entities. At a time
when practicality and direct social applicability are increasingly
emphasized, this perspective also invites us to reconsider the value
of the humanities and social sciences as forms of intellectual
inquiry that render the familiar unfamiliar and discover the forms

and meanings of human relationships.

Keywords: Georg Simmel, connection and separation, ambivalence,

social relationships, interaction
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