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ABSTRACT

Korean Religious Heritage as Living Heritage:
Development and Exploratory Application of a
Vitality Indicator Framework

Chae, Kyung Jin

(National Heritage Policy Institute - Policy Research Office - Director)

This study develops and exploratorily applies a vitality
indicator framework for Korean religious heritage. Religious
heritage is conceptualized not merely as a physical object of
conservation but as living heritage sustained by religious practices,
communities, and the ongoing use of space. Based on a literature
review and nine consultations with religious and heritage experts,
vitality was organized into four core dimensions — rituality,
community, everyday use, and spatial complexity — and two
extended dimensions—accessibility and utilization. A survey
of 1,987 nationally designated or registered religious heritage
properties yielded 1,372 valid responses. The results show that
63.3% of the properties were primarily oriented toward cultural
heritage conservation, while 36.7% were oriented toward religious

activities. Religious communities permanently resided at 55.5% of



the properties, 52.8% were used for religious activities, 78.4% were
regularly used, and 84.4% were open to the public. A total of 431
heritage sites, representing 31.4% of valid responses, met all six core
vitality conditions identified in this study. These findings suggest
that, to better understand the characteristics of living religious
heritage, existing physical and administrative information should
be complemented by systematically documenting vitality -related
information encompassing ritual practices, community presence,

spatial functions, and contemporary use.

Keywords: religious heritage, living heritage, vitality, vitality indicator

framework, religious community, religious practice, heritage policy
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