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of Theology, 44/4(2005), pp.381~395.
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Chalcedonian Grammar in the Age of Trans-
humanism: On the International Theological
Commission’s Quo vadis, humanitas?

Antonio Dong-Won Cho

(The Catholic University of Korea, Songsin Campus)

This article interprets the International Theological
Commission’s Quo vadis, humanitas? based on the four negative
adverbs from the Chalcedonian Definition. The document evaluates
the transhumanist and posthumanist projects of human self-
transcendence according to a single criterion — namely, whether
such transcendence preserves the human being or replaces/
abolishes it. It is posited that this criterion is formally identical to
the criterion Chalcedon applied to the hypostatic union. The pairs
“without confusion / without change” and “without division /
without separation” serve as a normative grammar for discerning
self-divinization and the redesign of nature and disembodiment
and the division of humanity, respectively. This grammar is
completed within the document by a trinitarian logic of relation,

disclosing a Christological lineage running from Chalcedon (451)
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through Gaudium et Spes 22 (1965) to the present document.

Keywords: International Theological Commission, Quo vadis humanitas,
Chalcedonian Definition, transhumanism, posthumanism, deification

(theosis), theological anthropology, human transcendence
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