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12 Mbembe, A., “The Society of Enmity”, Radical Philosophy, 200, 2016.
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13 Clandinin, D. J., Engaging in Narrative Inquiry, Walnut Creek, CA: Left Coast Press, 2013;
Clandinin, D. J. & Connelly, F. M., Narrative Inquiry: Experience and Story in Qualitative
Research, San Francisco, CA: Jossey—Bass, 2000.
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15 2N - FEA, 29| 2, 10~11F,
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19 HI2Xt HIE|ZE 323, 2| 231

20 wE 23t 23M|, "X|Ake| TSt (Pacem in Terris, 1963), SIEMFEMEAUNOIS| WML SIRMFDZAUH
9|3|, 1963, 163&k.

21 g 28t HIRE 2M|, "SIt AFM| 2 (Pastores Dabo Vobis, 1992), St2XMFuEAeols| HEL

RMFW A3, 1993, 158
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26 Dewey, J., Art as Experience, New York: Minton, Balch & Company, 1934; Clandinin, D. J. &
Connelly, F. M., Narrative Inquiry: Experience and Story in Qualitative Research, San Francisco,
CA: Jossey—Bass, 2000.
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What Does Peace Mean to a Parish Priest? A
Narrative Inquiry into the Peace Found in the
Life Stories of Two Catholic Priests

Son, Seo Jeong
(Institute of Peace and Education for Reviving Life - International Peace Studies,

Catholic Education - Director)

Nam, Kyoung Woo
(Gyeongsang National University - Korean Oral Literature, Humanities for

Unification - Academic Research Professor)

Jung, Soo Yong
(Korea Reconciliation Committee of Archdiocese of Seoul - Dogmatic Theology,

North Korean Studies- Vice Chairperson)

This study conducts a narrative inquiry to explore how
Catholic parish priests understand and enact peace. Academic
discussions of peace have generally concentrated on macro-
level dimensions such as international politics and security,
while ecclesial discussions have focused on church documents

and theology. In contrast, this study understands peace not as a
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fixed concept but as a process formed and reconstructed amid
life’s events and relationships. Moreover, it examines the lived
experiences of two parish priests (“Francis” and “Michael”) through
the continual interaction of temporality, sociality, and place.
The findings reveal that a priest’s peace is not a completed state
but instead emerges as a relational, biographical, and pastoral
sense continually formed through wavering. First, both priests’
peace originates in their childhood care and relationships, which
are experienced as a lived sense prior to establishing doctrine.
Second, the priesthood is a place where peace is constantly tested
and chosen amid the wavering of vocation and the individual’s
own limits. Third, Francis's peace moves toward an inclusive,
institutional practice embracing the excluded, while Michael’s is a
reflective ministry tending to loss and wounds. Yet, due to lacking
an intellectual dimension of formation regarding peace and amid
a national division that renders even Catholic social teaching
difficult to invoke, the two priests and the laity are constrained
from critically discussing peace. This suggests that the priesthood
requires not only individual effort but also formation and public

roles supported at the Church’s structural level.

Keywords: peace, Catholic priest, narrative inquiry, lived experience, care,

relationality, self—reflection, community, peace as a process, reconstruction
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